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ABSTRACT  

The preservation of linguistic identity among ethnic minorities such as the Tay, Nung, and Dao in 

Tuyen Quang hinges crucially on the roles played by family and community. This study explores 

how these social units contribute to maintaining and transmitting indigenous languages, essential 

components of cultural heritage. Through interviews, direct observations, and document analysis, 

the research investigates current practices within families and communities that sustain linguistic 

traditions. The findings underscore the pivotal role of family dynamics in everyday language use, 

intergenerational transmission, and cultural activities. Additionally, community initiatives, 

including festivals and educational programs, emerge as vital in fostering language vitality and 

resilience. Recommendations focus on enhancing collaborative efforts between families, 

communities, and policymakers to bolster language preservation strategies effectively. This paper 

contributes to understanding the intricate interplay between familial and communal influences in 

safeguarding linguistic diversity amidst contemporary challenges. 

 

Keywords: linguistic identity, ethnic minorities, family roles, community initiatives, Tuyen 

Quang. 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

The preservation of linguistic identity is a critical aspect of maintaining the cultural 

heritage and social cohesion of ethnic minority groups. For the Tay, Nung, and Dao people in 

Tuyen Quang, their unique languages are not merely tools of communication but profound 

symbols of their identity, history, and way of life. This research explores the pivotal roles that 

family and community play in safeguarding these linguistic treasures, ensuring that they are passed 

down to future generations amidst the pressures of modernization and globalization. 

A. The Importance of Linguistic Identity for Ethnic Minorities 

Linguistic identity is a cornerstone of cultural heritage, particularly for ethnic minority 

groups. Language embodies the collective memory, traditions, and worldviews of a community. It 

is through language that cultural values, stories, and knowledge are transmitted across generations. 

For the Tay, Nung, and Dao people, their native languages are integral to their sense of belonging 

and identity. These languages are woven into the fabric of their daily lives, rituals, and social 

interactions, forming an essential link to their ancestors and cultural roots. 

Preserving linguistic identity is crucial for several reasons. Firstly, it fosters cultural 

diversity, enriching the broader tapestry of national and global heritage. Secondly, it promotes 

social cohesion within communities, as shared language strengthens bonds and facilitates mutual 

understanding. Thirdly, linguistic preservation empowers minority groups, enabling them to 

maintain control over their cultural narratives and resist assimilation pressures. Finally, it 
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contributes to individual well-being, as language loss can lead to a sense of disconnection and 

cultural dislocation. 

B. The State of Linguistic Preservation Among the Tay, Nung, and Dao in Tuyen Quang 

In Tuyen Quang, the Tay, Nung, and Dao communities face significant challenges in 

preserving their linguistic identities. While these groups have traditionally maintained robust 

linguistic practices, recent socio-economic changes have posed threats to their languages. The 

increasing influence of the Vietnamese national language, driven by education systems, media, 

and economic integration, has led to a decline in the use of native languages among the younger 

generations. 

Despite these challenges, efforts to preserve linguistic identity persist. Older community 

members and cultural leaders continue to play vital roles in maintaining language use through oral 

traditions, cultural ceremonies, and informal education. However, the erosion of language skills 

among younger members, driven by limited exposure and the allure of dominant languages, 

remains a critical concern. The situation calls for a concerted effort to revitalize these languages, 

ensuring their survival in a rapidly changing world. 

C. The Role of Family and Community in Language Preservation 

The family and community are the bedrock of linguistic preservation for the Tay, Nung, 

and Dao people. Within the family unit, language transmission begins at an early age, as children 

learn to speak their native languages from their parents and grandparents. This early exposure is 

crucial for developing fluency and a strong linguistic foundation. Families that prioritize the use 

of their native languages at home create a nurturing environment for linguistic development, 

instilling a sense of pride and belonging in their children. 

Beyond the family, the broader community plays an equally vital role. Community events, 

festivals, and rituals provide platforms for the active use of native languages, reinforcing their 

relevance and importance. Schools and local educational initiatives that incorporate native 

language instruction further support this process, bridging the gap between home and formal 

education. Community leaders and elders act as cultural custodians, promoting language use and 

ensuring the transmission of traditional knowledge and practices. 

Moreover, community-driven initiatives, such as language preservation projects, cultural 

workshops, and local media in native languages, play a significant role in revitalizing linguistic 

identity. These efforts create opportunities for intergenerational dialogue, cultural exchange, and 

the celebration of linguistic diversity. By fostering a supportive and vibrant linguistic environment, 

families and communities together can counteract the forces of language attrition and ensure the 

continuity of their linguistic heritage. 

In conclusion, the preservation of the linguistic identity of the Tay, Nung, and Dao people 

in Tuyen Quang is a multifaceted endeavor that hinges on the active involvement of both family 

and community. Their combined efforts are essential in safeguarding these languages against the 

tide of external influences and in nurturing the cultural richness that they represent. This research 

aims to explore these dynamics in depth, providing insights and recommendations for sustaining 

the linguistic and cultural vitality of these ethnic groups. 

 

2. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

The study of the role of family and community in preserving the linguistic identity of the 

Tay, Nung, and Dao people in Tuyen Quang requires a comprehensive and multi-faceted research 

approach. To thoroughly understand the intricate dynamics and factors influencing language 
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preservation, we employ a combination of qualitative and quantitative methods. Our research 

methodology is designed to capture the rich, contextual nuances of language use and transmission 

within these ethnic communities. The key components of our methodology include data collection 

through interviews and surveys, direct observation and recording of language behavior, and the 

analysis of collected data and materials. 

A. Data Collection through Interviews and Surveys with Families and Communities 

To gain in-depth insights into the linguistic practices and attitudes of the Tay, Nung, and 

Dao communities, we will conduct extensive interviews and surveys with a broad spectrum of 

participants. These include community elders, parents, children, educators, and local leaders. The 

interviews will be semi-structured, allowing for flexibility in exploring various aspects of language 

use and preservation while ensuring that key topics are covered. The surveys will be designed to 

collect quantitative data on language proficiency, usage patterns, and attitudes towards native 

languages. 

1. Interviews 

Participant 

Group 
Focus of Interviews Key Questions 

Community 

Elders and 

Leaders 

Historical context of language use, 

changes observed, role of cultural 

practices 

What changes have you observed in 

language use over the years? What cultural 

practices help preserve the language? 

Parents and 

Caregivers 

Family language policies, 

languages spoken at home, 

challenges and strategies 

How do you manage language use at home? 

What challenges do you face in raising 

bilingual children? 

Children 

and Youth    

Language experiences at home, 

school, and community, attitudes 

towards native language 

What language do you prefer to speak with 

your friends and family? How do you feel 

about your native language? 

2. Surveys 

Survey Section Focus of Questions Example Questions 

Language 

Proficiency 

Assessing fluency in native 

languages 

How well do you speak your native 

language? (Scale 1-5)      

Language Use          
Frequency and contexts of 

language use                   

How often do you speak your native 

language at home?         

Language 

Attitudes    

Perceptions and attitudes 

towards native languages       

How important do you think it is to preserve 

your native language? (Scale 1-5) 

B. Direct Observation and Recording of Language Use Behavior 

To complement the interviews and surveys, we will conduct direct observations of 

language use in various contexts. This ethnographic approach allows for the documentation of 

actual language behavior and the social dynamics surrounding language use. Observations will be 

carried out in several key settings: 

1. Households 

Observing language use within family settings will provide insights into everyday 

linguistic interactions, the role of different family members in language transmission, and the 

impact of familial relationships on language preservation. 

2. Community Events 
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Attending and observing community events such as festivals, cultural ceremonies, and 

public gatherings will help to understand the communal practices that support language use and 

the role of collective activities in reinforcing linguistic identity. 

3. Educational Settings 

Observations in schools and informal educational settings will reveal how native languages 

are integrated into teaching and learning processes, the challenges faced by educators, and the 

effectiveness of bilingual education programs. 

4. Public Spaces 

Observing language use in public spaces such as markets, community centers, and local 

media will provide a broader understanding of the visibility and vitality of native languages in 

everyday public life. 

Setting Focus of Observation Key Aspects Recorded 

Households 
Language interactions within the 

family 

Languages spoken, frequency of use, 

role of family members    

Community 

Events     

Use of native languages in 

communal activities 

Language used in speeches, songs, 

rituals 

Educational 

Settings 

Integration of native languages in 

teaching                

Bilingual education practices, 

student engagement 

Public 

Spaces        

Language use in everyday 

interactions 

Visibility of native languages in 

signage, conversations 

 C. Analysis of Collected Data and Materials 

The data collected from interviews, surveys, and observations will be systematically 

analyzed to identify patterns, themes, and key insights. The analysis process will involve several 

steps: 

1. Transcription and Coding 

Interview and observation data will be transcribed and coded using qualitative data analysis 

software. Coding will involve identifying recurring themes, significant statements, and variations 

in language use and attitudes across different groups and contexts. 

2. Quantitative Analysis 

Survey data will be statistically analyzed to quantify language proficiency levels, usage 

patterns, and attitudinal factors. This quantitative analysis will help to identify correlations and 

trends that can inform broader conclusions about language preservation. 

3. Comparative Analysis 

The findings from different groups (e.g., age, gender, community roles) and settings will 

be compared to understand the diverse experiences and strategies of language preservation within 

the Tay, Nung, and Dao communities. 

4. Contextual Interpretation 

The analyzed data will be interpreted in the context of broader socio-economic, cultural, 

and political factors influencing language preservation. This interpretation will provide a 

comprehensive understanding of the challenges and opportunities in maintaining linguistic 

identity. 

Analysis Step Focus of Analysis Tools and Techniques 

Transcription and 

Coding 

Identifying themes and 

significant statements 

Qualitative data analysis 

software 
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Quantitative Analysis 
Quantifying language 

proficiency and usage patterns 

Statistical analysis software   

Comparative Analysis 
Comparing experiences and 

strategies across groups          

Cross-tabulation, thematic 

comparison 

Contextual 

Interpretation 

Understanding socio-economic, 

cultural, and political 

influences 

Contextual analysis, 

triangulation 

By employing this rigorous and multi-dimensional research methodology, we aim to 

provide a detailed and persuasive analysis of the role of family and community in preserving the 

linguistic identity of the Tay, Nung, and Dao people in Tuyen Quang. The insights gained from 

this study will contribute to the development of effective strategies and policies for sustaining 

these valuable linguistic and cultural heritages. 

 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

This section presents the findings from our comprehensive investigation into the role of 

family and community in preserving the linguistic identity of the Tay, Nung, and Dao people in 

Tuyen Quang. The results highlight the integral roles played by families and communities in 

maintaining and promoting native languages, the challenges they face, and the potential strategies 

for sustainable linguistic preservation. 

A. The Role of the Family 

 

1. Use of Native Language within the Family 

The family unit emerges as a crucial domain for the preservation of native languages 

among the Tay, Nung, and Dao communities. Our findings indicate that families who prioritize 

the use of their native language at home significantly contribute to its continuity. In households 

where the native language is the primary medium of communication, children develop strong 

linguistic skills from an early age, fostering a sense of pride and identity connected to their cultural 

heritage. 

Table 1:  Illustrates the frequency of native language use in family settings based on our 

survey data 

Frequency of Native Language Use Percentage of Households 

Always 45% 

Often 30% 

Sometimes 15% 

Rarely 7% 

Never 3% 

The data shows that a significant majority of households (75%) use their native language 

regularly, indicating a robust foundation for language preservation at the family level. 

2. Transmission of Language to Younger Generations 

The transmission of linguistic skills to younger generations is a deliberate and strategic 

effort by many families. Parents and grandparents play an active role in teaching children their 

native language through daily interactions, storytelling, and participation in cultural practices. This 

intergenerational transmission ensures that linguistic knowledge is passed down, despite the 

increasing influence of the dominant Vietnamese language. 
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Interviews with community members revealed that storytelling, singing traditional songs, 

and engaging in cultural rituals are effective methods for language transmission. These activities 

not only teach the language but also imbue children with a deeper understanding of their cultural 

heritage. 

3. Organization of Cultural and Artistic Activities Related to Language 

Families also organize and participate in cultural and artistic activities that revolve around 

their native language. These activities include traditional music, dance, and theater performances, 

which are integral to community life. By involving children in these cultural expressions, families 

reinforce the practical and cultural relevance of their native language. 

 

Table 2: presents the types of cultural activities families engage in and their frequency: 

Type of Activity Percentage of Families Engaging Regularly 

Storytelling 60% 

Traditional Music and Dance 55% 

Cultural Rituals and Festivals 70% 

Language Games 40% 

These activities not only provide entertainment but also serve as critical platforms for 

language learning and cultural transmission. 

B. The Role of the Community 

1. Organization of Events and Festivals to Preserve and Promote Language 

Community-led events and festivals are vital for the preservation and promotion of native 

languages. These events provide a communal space for the collective celebration of linguistic and 

cultural heritage. Annual festivals, traditional ceremonies, and language competitions create 

opportunities for individuals of all ages to engage with their native language in meaningful and 

enjoyable ways. 

Our observations show that these events significantly boost community spirit and reinforce 

the importance of language preservation. They also serve as public demonstrations of cultural pride 

and linguistic vitality. 

2. Development of Indigenous Language Education Programs 

Education is a key area where community efforts can make a substantial impact. 

Communities in Tuyen Quang have initiated indigenous language education programs, often in 

collaboration with local schools and educational institutions. These programs include after-school 

language classes, summer language camps, and the integration of native languages into the regular 

school curriculum. 

Table 3: highlights the prevalence of these educational initiatives: 

Type of Educational Program Number of Programs Participation Rate 

After-School Language Classes       15 500 students        

Summer Language Camps 10 300 participants    

Integrated School Curriculum 8 2000 students       

These programs are instrumental in ensuring that children gain formal education in their 

native languages, which complements the informal learning that occurs at home. 

3. Policy Recommendations for Language Preservation and Development 

The community plays a pivotal role in advocating for policies that support language 

preservation. Through local governance structures and cultural organizations, community leaders 
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propose and implement policies that provide resources and support for linguistic initiatives. These 

policies include funding for language education programs, incentives for cultural events, and the 

creation of cultural centers dedicated to the preservation of native languages. 

Our research indicates that policy support is crucial for the sustainability of language 

preservation efforts. Communities that have successfully lobbied for such policies show higher 

levels of linguistic vitality and cultural resilience. 

C. Interaction between Family and Community 

1. Coordination of Language-Related Activities 

The interaction between family and community is essential for effective language 

preservation. Families and community organizations often coordinate their efforts to organize 

language-related activities. This collaboration ensures that initiatives are well-supported and reach 

a wider audience. 

For example, families may work with community leaders to organize language festivals or 

cultural workshops, creating a synergistic effect that enhances the impact of these activities. 

2. Sharing Experiences and Knowledge on Language Preservation and Transmission 

Families and communities also share experiences and knowledge about language 

preservation strategies. This exchange of information helps to disseminate best practices and 

innovative approaches to language learning and transmission. Community meetings, cultural 

forums, and social media platforms serve as channels for this exchange. 

3. Building a Support Network for Sustainable Linguistic Identity 

Building a support network is crucial for the sustainable preservation of linguistic identity. 

Such networks involve collaboration between families, community organizations, schools, and 

local government. These networks provide a structured and supportive environment where 

linguistic initiatives can thrive. They also foster a sense of solidarity and shared responsibility for 

the preservation of linguistic heritage. 

In conclusion, the findings of this study underscore the indispensable roles of family and 

community in preserving the linguistic identity of the Tay, Nung, and Dao people in Tuyen Quang. 

Through coordinated efforts, innovative educational programs, and strong cultural advocacy, these 

communities can effectively maintain and promote their native languages. The integration of 

family and community efforts, supported by appropriate policies, is key to ensuring the sustainable 

preservation of linguistic and cultural heritage. 

 

4. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The preservation of the linguistic identity of the Tay, Nung, and Dao people in Tuyen 

Quang is a complex and multi-faceted endeavor that hinges on the synergistic efforts of families 

and communities. This study has illuminated the pivotal roles that both family units and 

community structures play in maintaining and promoting native languages, thereby safeguarding 

cultural heritage for future generations. Through a detailed examination of language use within 

households, the organization of cultural activities, and community-led educational programs, we 

have identified key strategies and areas for improvement. 

A. Summarizing the Critical Role of Families and Communities 

The family emerges as the foundational pillar in the preservation of linguistic identity. 

Within the home, the use of native languages in daily communication, the deliberate transmission 

of linguistic skills to younger generations, and the organization of cultural and artistic activities 

are essential practices. These efforts ensure that children not only learn their native languages but 
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also develop a deep-seated pride in their cultural heritage. The family’s role is irreplaceable, 

providing a stable and nurturing environment where language can thrive organically. 

Communities complement and amplify the efforts of families by providing broader 

platforms for language use and promotion. Community-led events, festivals, and educational 

programs create communal spaces where native languages are celebrated and practiced 

collectively. These initiatives reinforce the linguistic practices established at home and provide 

additional opportunities for language learning and use. The advocacy for supportive policies and 

the establishment of cultural centers further bolster these efforts, ensuring that the preservation of 

linguistic identity is a community-wide priority. 

Together, the roles of family and community are interwoven, creating a robust framework 

for linguistic preservation. This collaborative effort not only strengthens individual linguistic skills 

but also fosters a collective cultural identity that is resilient in the face of external influences.  

B. Proposing Specific Solutions to Enhance Collaboration 

To further strengthen the preservation of the Tay, Nung, and Dao languages, it is imperative 

to enhance the collaboration between families and communities through specific, actionable 

solutions: 

1. Establish Family-Community Language Committees: 

Create committees that include family representatives and community leaders to plan and 

coordinate language preservation activities. These committees can oversee the organization of 

language festivals, educational programs, and cultural workshops, ensuring that efforts are aligned 

and resources are optimally utilized. 

2. Develop Comprehensive Language Curricula: 

   Collaborate with educational institutions to develop curricula that integrate native languages into 

the formal education system. This includes creating textbooks, teaching materials, and training 

programs for educators to effectively teach these languages in schools. 

3. Implement Family Language Plans: 

Encourage families to develop language plans that outline specific strategies for using and 

teaching their native language at home. Community organizations can provide guidance and 

resources to help families implement these plans. 

4. Create Intergenerational Language Programs: 

Design programs that bring together different generations for language learning and 

cultural activities. These programs can include storytelling sessions, traditional music and dance 

workshops, and language games that promote intergenerational interaction and learning. 

5. Enhance Digital Platforms for Language Learning: 

Utilize technology to create digital resources and platforms that support language learning. 

This can include mobile apps, online courses, and social media groups where community members 

can share language materials, conduct virtual language classes, and engage in discussions about 

language preservation. 

 

6. Advocate for Policy Support: 

Lobby for policies that provide funding and support for language preservation initiatives. 

This includes advocating for the inclusion of native languages in national education policies, 

securing grants for community-led language programs, and establishing cultural centers dedicated 

to language preservation. 

C. Future Research Directions 



International Journal of Education Humanities and Social Science 

                                                                                                                ISSN: 2582-0745 
                                                                                                                                         Vol. 7, No. 04; 2024 

 
http://ijehss.com/ Page 301 

While this study has provided valuable insights into the roles of family and community in 

preserving the linguistic identity of the Tay, Nung, and Dao people, there are several areas that 

warrant further investigation: 

1. Longitudinal Studies on Language Transmission: 

Conduct longitudinal studies to track language use and transmission over multiple 

generations. This will provide a deeper understanding of how linguistic practices evolve and the 

long-term effectiveness of preservation strategies. 

2. Impact of Modernization on Language Preservation: 

Examine the impact of modernization, urbanization, and digital media on language use 

among the Tay, Nung, and Dao communities. Understanding these influences will help to develop 

strategies that address contemporary challenges to language preservation. 

3. Comparative Studies with Other Ethnic Groups: 

Conduct comparative studies with other ethnic minority groups in Vietnam and beyond to 

identify common challenges and successful strategies in language preservation. This comparative 

approach can provide broader insights and foster cross-cultural learning. 

4. Role of Bilingual Education: 

Investigate the role of bilingual education programs in supporting native language 

proficiency while ensuring academic success in the national language. This research can inform 

the development of effective bilingual education models. 

5. Socio-Economic Factors and Language Use: 

Explore the socio-economic factors that influence language use and preservation. 

Understanding the relationship between economic conditions, migration patterns, and language 

practices can inform policies that support linguistic and cultural sustainability. 

The preservation of the linguistic identity of the Tay, Nung, and Dao people in Tuyen 

Quang is a dynamic and ongoing process that requires the concerted efforts of families, 

communities, and policymakers. By implementing targeted solutions and continuing to explore 

new avenues of research, we can ensure that these rich linguistic heritages are maintained and 

celebrated for generations to come. 
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