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ABSTRACT

The article shows research findings on descriptive writing ability and the use of digital learning
materials to support the development of descriptive writing skills for elementary school students
from ethnic minority backgrounds. The research results were tested in the training of Primary
Education Major students and implemented in several elementary schools. After conducting
experiments, the research team adjusted and improved the website's design, templates, exercises,
and methods for using digital learning materials in teaching descriptive writing at the elementary
level.
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Statement Of Problem

Writing is a creative thinking activity using language, requiring writers to be proficient in the
language they use and regularly engage in thinking in that language. Elementary school students,
particularly those from ethnic minority backgrounds, often encounter difficulties in thinking,
expressing, and writing due to their recent acquisition of the Vietnamese language. Exercises on
digital platforms actively support the development of observation, analysis, inference, synthesis,
and generalization skills regarding the writing subject and the structured thinking, idea
formulation, expression in writing, and development of writing skills for elementary school
students.

2. MAIN RESEARCH RESULTS
2.1. Digital learning materials in teaching descriptive writing

Digital learning materials are a collection of electronic media used for teaching, such as electronic
textbooks, electronic reference materials, electronic lectures, videos, images, audio, educational
software, exercises, tests, etc., that have been digitized.

In the context of teaching descriptive writing, teachers can use digital learning and platforms to
optimize the teaching process and enhance students' capacity in descriptive writing.

The article proposes a system of digital learning materials used in teaching descriptive writing,
including video lectures on teaching descriptive writing, handouts to build knowledge and skills
in descriptive writing, and exercises to hone descriptive writing skills. Through self-study, students
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can enhance their descriptive writing skills by connecting with various digital materials on internet
platforms.

2.2. Descriptive writing skills of primary school students

Description is the use of language to create vivid imagery, bringing forth a specific scene, person,
or object that captures the reader's attention and evokes profound emotions. The describer must
grasp the prominent and distinctive features of the scene they intend to describe and express them
with richly evocative language, depicting the form, size, color, sound, taste, and the range of
emotions such as joy, sadness, surprise, and fascination elicited by the scene. The requirement for
description and descriptive writing is to accurately portray reality, in detail and in sequence.
Descriptions should be subtle and lively, infused with human emotion, embedding emotions into
natural and vividly depicted features. A complete descriptive piece should have a clear purpose
for the description (to express what idea, and achieve what purpose...), a complete structure
(including an introduction, body, and conclusion), expressive language, emotional depth, and
accurate depiction.

Basic characteristics of descriptive writing include aesthetic communication and the expression of
the writer's emotions. The describer needs to adhere to an aesthetic ideal, embodying a particular
aesthetic concept and evoking specific aesthetic emotions in the reader. Vividness and imagery are
the prominent features of descriptive writing. To achieve vividness and imagery, the descriptive
details must be unique and distinctive. If the uniqueness is lost in the description, the writing
becomes formulaic and hollow. Another requirement for vividness and imagery is conciseness,
which involves depicting images and emotions vividly. Therefore, the language in descriptive
writing must be rich in emotion and imagery. The prose should convey the writer's emotions,
vividly portraying the object of description. The language typically consists of adjectives, verbs,
the use of figurative language, comparisons, and metaphors. Thanks to the coordination of
adjectives, verbs, and literary devices, descriptive language always shines brightly in the reader's
mind, eliciting impressive emotions and images of the object being described.

The descriptive writing ability of elementary school students is determined as follows:

Number | Indicators Expression of Capability
1 The ability to communicate [ - The student wants to express and share
through written language new things, along with their special

emotions about the described subject to
convey those impressions and feelings
to the reader.

- Depending on the purpose of
communication, the student will choose
who to write to.

2 The ability to choose the described | - The student chooses a subject to
subject. describe that makes a strong impression
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on them because of its interesting and
unique characteristics, having emotions
about its goodness and beauty.

- Depending on the communication
target, the student will choose what
parts of the subject to describe.

3 The ability to observe - Observing the described subject: its
shape, color, etc., along with analytical
thinking and inference to have profound
perceptions.

- Discovering unique, novel, and
interesting points that evoke special
emotions about the described subject.

4 The ability to express in|- Thestudentwill use language to express

descriptive writing what they have observed logically and
systematically, as well as convey their
emotions and impressions about the
unique beauty of the described subject.

- They will effectively use figurative
language, such as similes, metaphors,
personification, etc., to accurately and
vividly depict the characteristics of the
described subject, aiming to arouse the
reader's imagination and feelings

5 The ability to compose in|- The student chooses how to convey

descriptive writing descriptive sentences, including both
general and specific features, conveying
emotions and impressions, and
emphasizing imagery and meaning to
elicit aesthetic feelings and present new
perceptions to the reader.

- They employ \versatile, flexible,
imaginative, and emotive sentences,
rich in sound, rhythm, and aesthetic
value.

2.3. Teaching Descriptive Writing in Primary Schools
Based on the 2018 Primary School Vietnamese Language Curriculum, teachers define the content
and requirements for descriptive writing (paragraphs, essays), and develop teaching activities
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appropriate to the characteristics of the subject. The relationship can be described in the following

table:
Grade Requirement for descriptive writing Teaching  activities to  develop
competency qualities
Grade 1 | Writing process - Understanding the characteristics of
) ) descriptive sentences
- The first step is to answer the| _ peyeloping the skill of filling in
questions: Who are you writing about? missing information in sentences

“What are you writing about? describing the appearance and actions

Writing Practice: of characters in pictures or stories

- Fill in the blanks with the appropriate based on pr?.rlrllpts. in inf .
words to create sentences about the | ~ Practicing filling in i ormation to
appearance or actions of the character complete sentences describing the
in the picture below based on the appearance ar}d actions of characters
prompts. in picture stories. _

- Improving writing skills through a
system of fill-in-the-blank exercises to
practice writing complete sentences.

Grade 2 | Writing process - Understanding the content and
) ] structure of a paragraph describing a
- ldentify the content by answering the familiar object.
question: "What are you writing | . Developing writing skills: identifying
about?” the object to be described; selecting
- Write adraft characteristics; drafting; and editing
- With the guidance of the teacher, errors (word usage, sentence structure,
correct  punctuation errors, punctuation, capitalization, etc.).
capitalization, and word usage. - Writing a paragraph of 4-5 sentences
Writing practice: describing a familiar object based on
i . ) o prompts.

}/;/r:::ﬁardrogjecsteg;ig;eosn gfj&g?jg al . Enhar_1cing writing skills  through
exercises on vocabulary usage,
sentence expression, and constructing
descriptive paragraphs about objects.

Grade 3 Writing process: - Understanding the content and

- Know how to write in steps: determine
the writing content; form some main

structure of a paragraph describing an
object.
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ideas; write into a paragraph; edit
errors (word usage, sentence structure,
punctuation, capitalization) based on
prompts.

Writing practice:

Write a short paragraph describing an
object.

Developing writing skills following
the process: identifying the object to
be described; forming some main
ideas; writing into a paragraph; editing
errors (word usage, sentence structure,
punctuation, capitalization) based on
prompts.

Practicing writing a short paragraph
describing a familiar object based on
prompts.

Enhancing writing skills through
exercises on vocabulary usage,
sentence expression, and constructing
descriptive paragraphs about objects.

Grade 4

Writing process:

Knowing how to write in steps:
determining the writing content;
observing and finding materials to
write; forming the main idea for the
paragraph or article; writing the
paragraph or article; editing (structure,
word usage, sentence structure,
spelling).

Writing paragraphs or articles that
express the main theme, and idea;
suitable for the requirements of the
type of document; having an
introduction, body, conclusion;
sentences and  paragraphs are
connected to each other.

Writing practice:

Being able to write an article
describing animals, plants; using
personification and descriptive words
to highlight the prominent
characteristics of the object being
described.

Understanding the content and
structure of an article describing
animals, plants; using personification
and descriptive words to highlight the
prominent characteristics of the
subject being described.
Developing writing skills following
the process: determining the object to
be described; observing, finding
materials; forming some main ideas
for the paragraph, article; writing a
complete paragraph, article; editing
errors (structure, word usage, sentence
structure, spelling, etc.); expressing
the main theme, idea; suitable for the
requirements of the type of document;
having an introduction, development,
conclusion; sentences and paragraphs
are connected to each other.
Practicing writing articles describing
animals, plants; using personification
and descriptive words to highlight the
prominent characteristics of the subject
being described.
Enhancing writing skills  through
exercises on vocabulary usage,
sentence  expression,  constructing
paragraphs, articles describing animals,
and plants; using personification and
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descriptive words to highlight the
prominent characteristics of the subject
being described.

Grade 5 | Writing process:

- Knowing how to write in steps:
determining the purpose and content of
writing (writing for what, about what);
observing and finding materials for
writing; forming the main idea,
outlining the article; writing the
paragraph, article; editing (structure,
word usage, sentence structure,
spelling).

- Being able to write paragraphs, texts
that clearly and coherently express the
main theme, key information; suitable
for the requirements of the type; having
an introduction, body, conclusion;
sentences, and paragraphs connected to
each other.

Writing practice:

- Being able to write a descriptive passage
about a person, a landscape using
comparisons,  personification,  and
descriptive words to highlight the
characteristics of the subject being
described.

Understanding the content and
structure of a descriptive essay about
a person, a landscape using
comparisons, personification, and
descriptive words to highlight the
characteristics of the subject being
described.

Developing writing skills following
the process: determining the object to
be described; observing, finding
materials; forming some main ideas
for the paragraph, article; writing a
complete paragraph, article; editing
errors (structure, word usage, sentence
structure, spelling, etc.); clearly and
coherently expressing the main theme,
key information; suitable for the
requirements of the type, kind of
document; having an introduction,
development, conclusion; sentences,
and paragraphs connected to each
other.

Practicing writing essays describing
people, landscapes using
comparisons, personification, and
descriptive words to highlight the
characteristics of the subject being
described.

Enhancing writing skills through
exercises on vocabulary usage,
sentence expression, constructing
paragraphs describing people,
landscapes  using  comparisons,
personification, and descriptive words
to highlight the characteristics of the
subject being described.

2.3. Digital Learning Resources to Support the Development of Descriptive Writing Skills
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2.3.1. A theoretical knowledge system about descriptive writing and how to write descriptive
essays

Knowledge about types of paragraphs and descriptive essays includes: concepts of paragraphs and
descriptive essays; How to write paragraphs and descriptive essays. How to write the introduction,
body, and conclusion in conventional and creative ways.

The theoretical system built on the website is specifically as follows:

3 -: Learning website for all

Hé thong kién thirc ly thuyét vé van miéu ta va cach lam bai van miéu ta
I Hé thong kién thirc ly thuyét

1. Vn miéu ta con vat >

2. Van miéu 14 cay coi >

| He thong kien thic Iy thuyet

1. Van miéu 1d con vét v
1.1. Géch viét doan mé bai v

1.1.1. Viét md bai theo cach théng thuang >

1.1.2. Viét md bai theo céch séng tao 9
1.2. Céch viét doan than bai .

1.2.1. Vi€t than bai theo cach thong thuéng >

1.2.2. Viét than bai theo cach sang tao >
1.3. Cach viét doan két bai v

1.3.1. Vi€t két bai theo céch théng thudng >

1.3.2. Vi€t két bai theo céch sang tao >

2.3.2. A system of video lectures teaching descriptive writing

The teaching videos show students how to practice study sheets, learn about the characteristics of
paragraph types, descriptive essays, and practice sheets to form observation and idea-finding skills
to collect documents. , create an outline for a descriptive essay. Students observe the video and
follow the instructions to easily achieve results. Vivid images and thoughtful instructions will
stimulate thinking and create learning excitement for students.

2.3.3. A system of study handouts to form knowledge and skills in descriptive writing

The study sheet system includes the following types of sheets: (1) Sheet for understanding the
characteristics of a descriptive essay, (2) Observation sheet, (3) Sheet for outlining and completing
the essay, (4) Marker sheet assessment (including individual assessment and peer assessment). As
follows:

(1) Sheet for understanding the characteristics of a descriptive essay

http://ijehss.com/ Page 94




International Journal of Education Humanities and Social Science

ISSN: 2582-0745
Vol. 7, No. 03; 2024

* Purpose: Students can identify characteristics of a descriptive essay.

* Content: An excerpt/ A descriptive essay from the authors; Questions for students to understand
the text.

* Method: Teacher applies the flipped classroom theory. The teacher distributes worksheets and
assigns tasks to students to complete at home before class. Students read the text and answer the
questions (essay)

Learning website for all [sna e =

Trangchd  Lithuyét Bai tap

> . ‘ Phiéu mé hinh
Phiéu quan sét Bai tap bé trgr & Phigu danh gia

T SR e S

[«

[«

(2) Observation sheet

* Purpose: Practice observation skills, select unique details, receive comments, compare
associations and expressions in observation.

* Method: Teacher guides students on how to observe; Organize for students to observe and
complete questionnaires at home or organize outdoor observations. Students observe the subject
and complete the questionnaire (essay or multiple choice)
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£25%, Learning website for all [osng nse =
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Trang chd  Lithuyét Bai tap

o - & 3i t3p bd Phiéu mé hinh
2 ’ 2 Phi€u quan sat Bai tép bd tror &Phi&u dénh gi6

migu TA cAy cér

s
N -,
Phisie. o E

i adb cly i1 A= -
e ‘ e 1

[~ e ‘ Ty

-
.

[«

(4]

(3) Sheet for outlining and completing the essay

* Purpose: Help students practice outlining skills and arrange ideas in a coherent and reasonable
essay. From there, students complete their own essays.

* Content: Exercises following the steps to create a descriptive essay.

* Method: After completing worksheet (1) Sheet for understanding the characteristics of a
descriptive essay (2) Observation sheet, teachers and students draw a model of a descriptive essay
together. The teacher distributes (3) Sheet for outlining and completing the essay, students need to
complete the sheet during class time or complete it at home and post it on the website in case there
is not enough time. (essay)

http://ijehss.com/ Page 96




International Journal of Education Humanities and Social Science

ISSN: 2582-0745
Vol. 7, No. 03; 2024

<« > ¢ & i inh-3fc80.web. questi o w ‘5 ) E} 0 H

Dang nhap Pang ky

Phiéu quan sét Phi&u mé hinh Phiéu dénh gia Bai tap bé tro
72
; MO'HINH \ T
[BAT uAN MIEU TA CAv COI! 4 54k B by 3 iy b e

M@ bai T,

miu TA cAy cér
it thigu v loai cay
(Lacdy gi? G adun)
Thén bai
Midu th djc diém cia cly.
Tic dung! ey

Ki nigm/ hanh dgng cia em vét cly.

Kétbai

Tinh chmy suy nghi/ mong muén
ciia em v ciy.

(4) Evaluation sheet

* Purpose: Students re-read the article, check errors, compare criteria for self-assessment, thereby
initially being able to supplement or correct errors in the article. After students evaluate
themselves, let them evaluate their group mates.

* Method: Teacher distributes the form to students after students have completed sheet (3) for
outlining and completing the essay (self-essay).
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2.3.4. A system of exercises to practice and enhance descriptive writing skills
Some types of exercises on the website include:

Type 1: Fill in the blanks by choosing the given word/words (multiple choice)
Type 2: Correcting errors in word usage in sentences (multiple choice)

Type 3: Fill in appropriate words in the sentence (autobiography - students fill in on their own) -
no scoring, only reference sample answers are given

Type 4: (Drag and drop) Arrange the words into complete sentences => Students drop them into
the appropriate position (multiple choice).

Type 5: Use the given words to complete the sentence. - No scoring, only reference sample
answers (essay).

Type 6: Students observe the picture and write a sentence describing the picture. - No scoring,
only reference sample answers (essay)

Type 7: (Arrange) Students rearrange to form a complete paragraph (multiple choice)

Type 8: Give 1 paragraph, 1 missing sentence; Students choose the answer with appropriate
sentences to fill in the blanks. (multiple-choice)
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Type 9: Students write their own introduction/body/conclusion for a topic. - No scoring, only
reference sample answers (essay)

Type 10: Students write a complete essay themselves. (Students print out the worksheet to do, then
upload a photo of their work) (self-study)

+ Trainning students in
the skill of choosing
descriptive and
evocative words to fill
in
sentences/paragraphs
appropriately, making
sentences
grammatically
complete and rich in
images of expressive
content.

+ Trainning students in
the skills of mobilizing
words, choosing word
replacements,

enhancing associations
and imaginating to
choose words with
high expressive and
expressive value when
writing descriptive
text.

Type 2: Correcting errors in
word usage in  sentences
(multiple choice)

Type 3: Fill in appropriate
words in  the  sentence
(autobiography - students fill in
on their own) - no scoring, only
reference sample answers are

Classification of | Types of exercises Ilustration

knowledge

Using words | Type 1: Fill in the blanks by | cuwice g gyt Chon it
exercises: choosing the given word/words | "~

Purpose: (multiple choice)

+ Providing more

vocabulary for

students

detecting and | given =]
correcting errors, =
dynamic needs, -
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Cau héi 4. Viét cac tur thich hop d& hoan thanh vén sau: Méi mui khé nhu mét ...

-l

Xem goi y

Dép an gol y 12 ludi guom udn cong chia ra

Sentence expression
exercises

Purpose:

- Students can write a
sentence describing a
part of the described
object

- Training students to

use redundancy,
absolute  adjectives,
and personification to
express vivid,
descriptive, and
evocative  sentences

about the content.

Type 4: (Drag and drop)
Arrange the words into
complete sentences => Students
drop them into the appropriate
position (multiple choice).

Type 5: Use the given words to
complete the sentence. - No
scoring, only reference sample
answers (essay).

Type 6: Students observe the
picture and write a sentence
describing the picture. - No
scoring, only reference sample
answers (essay)

| C.Lanoniénnhanh | A ding thing I D.vA | E. cao chimg gang tay | B. cudn tron nhs nhiing chiéc tal thd

C-A-D-E-B

Cau héi 8. Viét cac tir thich hop dé hoan thanh vin sau: Nhitng chiéc gai/chti linh ding trang
nghiém/

94p &n gof  1a Nhing chiéc gai khé giang nhing cha linh ding trang nghiem.
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Cau héi 16. Quan sat tranh va viét cac cau vin miéu ta thich hop:

Paragraph
construction
exercises

Purpose:

- Students know how
to arrange sentences
into a correct
paragraph;  Practice
writing a complete
introduction, body,
and conclusion for
your descriptive essay
topic

Type 7: (Arrange) Students
rearrange to form a complete
paragraph (multiple choice)

Type 8: Give 1 paragraph, 1
missing  sentence;  Students
choose the answer with
appropriate sentences to fill in
the blanks. (multiple-choice)

Type 9: Students write their
own
introduction/body/conclusion
for a topic. - No scoring, only

C&u héi 19. Chon dap 4n ¢6 c&u van phi hop d& dién vao chd chdm. Dai chan thodn thoét leo tréo.
Vanh khuyén lach mé vae, tim bat sau trong timg khe vé rach luép tudp. Sau to siu nhé, sdu non sau
gia tinh qudi, ranh ma Ian trdn, nhung chay dang trai! Vanh khuyén bat hét, bat hét. Tiéng chim lich
rich lich rich trén canh bang lang, trén ngon cay $&U................... Vanh khuyén nhur hat cho cdy nghe.
N#ng xuén himng |&n.

A. Vanh khuyén bt sau rat gidi

B. Dan chim bay di kiém mbi

[ C. Vanh khuyén vira bit sau tim méi visa th thi tré chuyén

refe rence sam p I e answers D, Vanh khuyén vira bt sau tim mi vira th th
(essay) Dap 4n chinh xac I3 C. Vanh khuyén vira bit sau tim moi vira th thi trd chuyén
Essay writing | Type 10: Students write a
exercises complete essay themselves.
Purpose: Students | (Students  print  out the
practice  writing a | worksheet to do, then upload a
complete  descriptive | photo of their work) (self-study)
essay
4. CONCLUSION
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Teaching writing is teaching to create speech products according to one's own way of thinking and
thinking. Therefore, how to help students get thinking results and have material to write into words
and messages through their essays is necessary. The system of learning sheets forms knowledge
and skills in descriptive writing, images and videos enhance the ability to observe, collect
documents, understand lessons and exercises to practice skills in using words, making sentences,
and constructing sentences. Paragraphs and essay writing are effectively conveyed to students on
a digital platform. Our research results initially bring positive changes to the quality of teaching
descriptive writing for 4th grade students. If we continue to research more deeply and apply it in
teaching other types of essays, we will definitely It will certainly bring a certain effect to the
development of elementary school students' writing ability, laying a solid foundation for students'
learning to write essay types at higher levels.
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